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concession was granted for the building of shipping and
bunkering ports, which hare been the main factor in
the rapid growth of the output of coal since that date.
The mineral basin starts from Koisi-Aghiz near Heraelea,
a distance of 130 miles from the Bosporus, and extends
approximately 100 miles along the Black Sea. Most
of the operations extend east from Heraclea and from
five to eight kilometers inland. It is possible to make
coke of the Heraclean deposits, but owing to the gas
content and considering its lack of durability, it is
uasuited for smelting purposes.
The Heraclean coal basin is the property of the Min-
istry of Evkaf (Religious Foundations). It is set off
by specified frontiers from Heraclea to Amasra. It is
subjected to some particular stipulations beyond the
jurisdiction of the code of the Ministry of Mines. Sev-
eral large operators hold concessions in this basin. The
most important firm, the Societe d'Heraclee Anonyme
Ottomane, was established by French capitalists in 18J>6.
Since the 1918 armistice, the most important mines of
the basin are being bought by English, French and more
especially Italian capitalists.
Lignite exists all over the Ottoman Empire. It is of
good quality, suitable not only for local consumption
but for export as well. More than any other part of
the Empire, the provinces of Aidin and Adrianople are
conspicuous for their lignite deposits. Up to the time
of the Great War the output of lignite coal had been
very limited, its maximum not exceeding forty thousand,
tons during any one year.
The most important basin of petroleum exists in
Mesopotamia. Though of higher grade, these petrols are
considered the continuation of Persian oils. They start
frona the southeast of Mosul, parallel the river Dejle, pass
through Kirfruk, Tuz Khurmati, Kif ri, and Salahiya, and
show an abundance of oil at a dozen places. (For de-

